The pathologist in virology.
While the study of a virus may be the domain of a virologist or molecular biologist, an understanding of the pattern and dynamics of a viral disease in the animal requires a multidisciplinary attack by a team that includes a pathologist. This balance is particularly needed in the field where natural disease can be subject to influential variables such as duration of infection, immune status of the population and the presence of intercurrent infectious agents that may be latent or superimposed. Complicating agents vary widely from region to region, e.g. Africa compared with South-east Asia. Accurate diagnosis of a field outbreak may therefore be difficult in the absence of a full battery of diagnostic tools. The design of investigations is critical to the proper interpretation of findings.